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Who am I?

W O R K E D  I N  C H I L D  W E L F A R E  F O R
T W E N T Y  Y E A R S

O V E R S E E  C H I L D  W E L F A R E  S E R V I C E S  F O R
A R B O R  C I R C L E  W H I C H  I N C L U D E S  C A S A
O F  O T T A W A  C O U N T Y

L M S W / P R I V A T E  P R A C T I C E  C L I N I C I A N

M A D E  M I S T A K E S

 



Why is this topic
important?

C H I L D R E N  I N  T H E  C H I L D  W E L F A R E  S Y S T E M  O F T E N
B E C O M E  U N R O O T E D  B O T H  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  A N D / O R
U N I N T E N T I O N A L L Y

C H I L D R E N  N E E D  S T R O N G  R O O T S  I N  O R D E R  T O
W E A T H E R  L I F E ' S  S T O R M S

C A S A S  I N  P A R T I C U L A R  C A N  B E  O N E  O F  T H E
S T R O N G E S T  A D V O C A T E S  I N  M A K I N G  S U R E  C H I L D R E N
R E M A I N  C O N N E C T E D  T O  T H E I R  R O O T S



Children in the
system often

become unrooted,
intentionally &
unintentionally

iNTENTIONAL

The purpose of removal is to take the child out of their current situation

in order to keep them safe. This is intentional. We want or need to

change their environment to meet their best interest.

UNINTENTIONAL

However, children are often placed far from their community of origin.

This can be extremely detrimental to a child, even if the biological home

was not a safe environment, the child may have found safety, comfort

and consistency in other things such as a kind neighbor, a local favorite

store, their school.

POTENTIAL IMPACT

The child experiences multi-layered loss, confusion, fear, distress,

disoriented, Each move is a loss and each loss is a trauma.



Strong roots help
children weather
life's storms

C O N N E C T I O N  =  R E S I L I E N C E

Psychologists define resilience as the

process of adapting well in the face of

adversity, trauma, tragedy, threats, or

significant sources of stress

Positive social relationships are key to

resilience and overall well-being

-American Psychological Association



So what do
we do as
CASAs?

O N E  O F  T H E  G R E A T E S T  G I F T S
W E  C A N  G I V E  T O  C H I L D R E N  I N

F O S T E R  C A R E  I S  T O  H E L P  T H E M
M A I N T A I N  C O N N E C T I O N S

Maintain Their Roots

Identify ways to maintain prior

connections such as relatives
Prioritize sibling placements

& relationships
Ensure cultural

connections

Advocate for parenting time

visits to be based on the child's

best interest

Advocate for best placement(s)

of the child throughout their

time in care



Prioritize
Sibling
Placement &
Relationships

W E L L - B E I N G  &  P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  A R E
P O S I T I V E L Y  I M P A C T E D  W H E N  S I B L I N G S  A R E  T O G E T H E R

I D E N T I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  I S  P O S I T I V E L Y  I M P A C T E D
W H E N  S I B L I N G S  A R E  T O G E T H E R

S I B L I N G  C O N N E C T I O N S  W H I L E  I N  C A R E  H E L P  C H I L D R E N
T O  B E  M O R E  R E S I L I E N T  A N D  M A I N T A I N  F A M I L Y  B O N D S

S I B L I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  A R E  O F T E N  T H E  L O N G E S T
L A S T I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  P E O P L E  H A V E



PARENT ING
T IMES

Location, time, and place in
the child's best interest

Maintaining and
strengthening the parent-
child relationship

Incorporating family traditions
whenever possible

Including other important
people

Maintaining Their Roots



P L A C E M E N T
A D V O C A C Y

Relatives

Siblings

Near or in removal community

Permanency planning

Similar racial makeup

Shared religious beliefs/practices



MAINTA IN ING
OTHER

CONNECT IONS

Start by getting to know prior
teachers, coaches, relatives, people
who were important to the child

Seek ways the child might continue
those relationships (visits, fictive kin
placement, letters/cards/emails, etc)

At each placement, identify the
child's positive relationships

Maintaining Their Roots



Ensure
Cultural
Connections

C U L T U R E  O F  R E M O V A L  C O M M U N I T Y

R A C I A L  &  E T H N I C  I D E N T I T Y

R E L I G I O U S  O R  S P I R I T U A L  C U L T U R E

F A M I L Y  T R A D I T I O N S



Questions?

Thank you for being a CASA!!!

Maintaining Their Roots
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